
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• The yellow anaconda has a color pattern 

consists of a yellow, golden-tan or greenish-
yellow base color overlaid with a black or  
dark brown blotches, spots and streaks.

• Their pattern helps them stay camouflaged  
in murky water and thick brush.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• This species is one of the largest species of 

snake in the world, but smaller than its close 
relative the green anaconda. 

• The female snakes are longer and heavier  
than males, and can reach a length of 4.6m 
(15ft), while males can measure up to 3.7m 
(12ft) in length.

• Exceptionally large snakes can weigh 80 to 
120lbs, or even more, but their average weight 
is about 55 to 77lbs.

NATIVE HABITAT:
• They can be found in the southern regions  

of South America, including Paraguay, Bolivia, 
Uruguay, southwestern Brazil and northeastern 
Argentina.

• The yellow anaconda prefers mostly aquatic 
habitats, these include marshlands, swamps  
or the banks of slow-moving rivers and 
streams, but they are also found in forests 
searching for larger prey.

DIET:
• The yellow anaconda diet consists mainly of 

small mammals, birds, turtles, lizards, other 
snakes, fish and caimans. 

• Their large size allows them to be capable of 
killing larger animals like deer and capybaras. 

• They are considered ambush predators, but 
yellow anacondas sometimes also actively hunt 
on land. 

• They are powerful constrictors, suffocating 
their prey by wrapping themselves around  
it and consume it whole.

• But like other snakes the Yellow Anaconda  
can survive long periods without eating.

REPRODUCTION:
• Yellow anacondas are solitary animals, except 

in breeding season between April and May. 
• When breeding the males and female will form 

breeding ball, which consist of one female and 
several males.

• They are ovoviviparous (give birth to live 
young) and the gestation period lasts 
approximately six months. Their average clutch 
size is around 20.

FUN FACTS:
• The species appears to have been 

introduced in Florida, although it is 
unknown whether the population (thought 
to derive from escaped/released pets) is 
reproductive.

• They belong to the family of snakes called 
Boidae, which contains pythons, boas and 
the green anaconda, the world’s largest 
snake.
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