
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• Their shells are large and domed, and their  

skin is thick and leathery.
• Sulcata tortoises have broad, oval, flattened 

upper shell that is typically brown to yellow  
in color. 

• The shell is flattened slightly on the top, with 
steeply slopping sides.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• These creatures are the third largest species 

of tortoise in the world, behind the Galapagos 
tortoise and Albrada giant tortoise. 

• They grow very quickly, reaching 6-10inch 
within the first few years of their lives.

• Sulcata tortoises can easily reach 76 
centimeters in length and well over 100 
pounds, but some males have been recorded 
reaching weights of over 200lbs!!

• They can live more than 70 years

NATIVE HABITAT:
• The African spurred tortoise is native to 

the Sahara Desert, a region of of semiarid 
grasslands, savannas, and thorn shrublands. 

• In these regions, the sulcata tortoises will dig 
burrows in the ground to get to areas with 
higher moisture levels, and will spend the 
hottest part of the day in these burrows. 

• Sulcata tortoises found in the Sudanese part of 
their range may reach significantly greater size 
at maturity than those found in other regions.

DIET:
• Sulcata tortoises are herbivores, their diets 

consist primarily of many types of grasses  
and plants, high in fiber and very low in 
protein. Flowers and other plants including 
cactus pads can be consumed.

REPRODUCTION:
• Copulation takes place right after the rainy 

season, during the months from September 
through November. 

• Four or five nests may be excavated before  
she selects the perfect location in which the 
eggs will be laid.

• Clutches may contain 15-30 or more eggs, 
and after the eggs are laid the female fills in 
the nest, taking an hour or more to fully cover 
them all.

• Incubation takes anywhere from 90  
to 120 days.

FUN FACTS:
• Sulcata tortoise is also known as spurred 

tortoise because of two to three conical 
spurs on the back side of the thighs. Front 
legs are covered with large scales.

• Sulcata tortoises are aggressive by 
nature. Ramming behavior can be seen 
from the moment of birth and it becomes 
especially pronounced during the mating 
season.
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