
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• The spectacled caiman gets its name from 

the bony ridge between the fronts of its eyes, 
which makes them appear as though they’re 
wearing glasses. 

• Juveniles are yellow with black spots and 
bands along their bodies and tails, but these 
markings along with their bright coloring 
become less distinct as the caimans mature. 

• When they reach adulthood, they settle into  
a dull olive-green color. 

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• Spectacled caiman can grow to a length of 

4.6–8.2ft, and a weight of 15–88lbs, with males 
being both longer and heavier than females.

• This species typically lives to be about 25 years 
old in captivity, with a slightly shorter lifespan 
in the wild due to predators.

NATIVE HABITAT:
• This species has the widest distribution of any 

species in the Aligatoridae family and can be 
found in Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 

El Salvador, French Guiana, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, 
Surinam, Tobago, Trinidad and Venezuela.

• The spectacled caiman is very adaptable and 
can thrive in many habitats including rivers 
and all lowland wetlands, preferring areas with 
stagnant waters. 

• If their environment becomes too harsh, the 
spectacled caiman will burrow into the mud 
and estivate. 

DIET:
• These reptiles eat just about anything they can 

get their large, strong jaws around, including 
birds, fish, amphibians, insects and small 
mammals. 

• As juveniles, spectacled caimans eat aquatic 
insects, small fish, crustaceans and mollusks. 

• They have also been known to eat plant 
matter, and in a study of this species in Puerto 
Rico, about 55% of adult specimens had plants 
in their diet, primarily grass and seeds.

REPRODUCTION:
• Eggs are laid in July and August, the species 

very rarely nests in the winter, as the 
temperature is too low for the eggs.

• Their clutch size is 22 on average, but can 
range from 14 to 40. 

• Heat not only incubates the eggs, but also 
determines the sex of the developing caimans. 
When the temperature inside the nest is about 
90 °F or higher, the caimans become female, 
and otherwise they become male. 

• The young hatch after 90 days, with 20–25 
percent of eggs hatching successfully.

FUN FACTS:
• They are also known as the white caiman, 

common caiman, and spectacled caiman.  
• The spectacled caiman is endangered in 

many countries, including El Salvador. 
Adult crocodiles are considered a 
“keystone species” because of their place 
at the top of the food chain and the 
role they play in controlling certain prey 
populations.
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