
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• Savannah monitors are robust creatures,  

with powerful limbs for digging (although they 
are relatively short), powerful jaws and blunt, 
peglike teeth.

• They have thick scales to protect them from 
predators, and the color of their scales varies 
based on the individual and the region in which 
they come from.

• Their coloration is usually dark, with lighter  
tan or yellowish patterns.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• Hatchling savannah monitors are only a few 

inches long, but grow rapidly and can reach 
maturity in as little as 2 years, though 3 to 4 
years is more common.

• Most savannah monitors grow to about 40inch 
long, and weigh about 12 lbs, particularly large 
adults can reach lengths of 5ft long.

• With proper care they can live well over 10 
years, with 15 to 20 years being a reasonable 
average.

NATIVE HABITAT:
• Savannah monitors live across a strip of  

Sub-Saharan Africa.
• While they do not occupy the desert regions 

of the Sahara, they do live along the southern 
edges.

• Their range extends from western Africa  
to western Ethiopia, and the southernmost  
extend of their range is the northern Congo 
and Democratic Republic of Congo.

• These monitors prefer savannah habitats, 
but they also utilize rocky desert ecosystems. 
Some other habitats that they occupy include 
grasslands, forests, and woodlands.

• Although they do utilize forests, they  
do not live in rainforest habitats.

DIET:
• Savannah monitors are carnivores, which 

means they are meat eaters.
• This species has strong jaws to crack open 

hard-shelled prey.
• Their diet primarily consists of beetles, snails, 

centipedes, scorpions, and other invertebrates, 
they also eat carrion, other reptiles, birds, and 
small mammals.

REPRODUCTION:
• About a month after mating, female savannah 

monitors will begin searching for a burrow to 
lay their eggs.

• Clutches contain anywhere from 10 to 50 eggs, 
and it takes about 5 or 6 months for the eggs 
to hatch.

• They receive no parental care after hatching, 
and are fully self-sufficient.

FUN FACTS:
• In Europe, they are known as Bosc’s 

monitor, since it was the French scientist 
Louis Bosc who first described the species.

• They sometimes play dead to avoid 
predators!
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