
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• The Mexican black kingsnake has a long 

smooth and slender body with a small oval 
shaped head, which is around the same size as 
the neck.

• It’s actually a misconception that this species 
is all black, in fact they are a deep, dark, 
chocolate.

• Young Mexican black kingsnakes often have 
little yellow spots on many of their scales.

• Their scales reflect a bluish shimmer when in 
the light, which is similar to snakes like the 
Brazilian rainbow boa!

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• In the wild, most kingsnakes reach an average 

length of 3–4ft,, however in captivity, some 
kingsnakes can exceed lengths of 5ft. 

• These snakes can weigh up to 3lbs. 
• With proper care they have been known to live 

anywhere between 20-30 years of old!

NATIVE HABITAT:
• This species occupies rocky areas and places 

rich with vegetation in various regions of the 
Sonoran Desert, Northwestern Sinaloa, Mexico, 
and small parts of Arizona.

DIET:
• In the wild, the Mexican Black Kingsnakes 

feeds primarily on rodents, snakes, lizards and 
eggs!

• In the wild, these snakes are also known to eat 
Rattlesnakes!

REPRODUCTION:
• Mexican Black Kingsnakes often lay 6 to 12 

eggs in the summer after mating. 
• After around 65 – 80 days the eggs will hatch. 
• Females do not care for their young so will 

leave them after laying their eggs.
• Mexican Black Kingsnake babies hatch at eight 

inches in length.

FUN FACTS:
• The Mexican Black King snake is very 

territorial and do not like living in groups.
• The title ‘King’ often refers to animals that 

will eat their own species, so the Mexican 
Black King Snake is cannibalistic and they 
have been known to eat other snakes!

• The king snake is a diurnal snake hunting 
and eating during the day unless it is too 
hot in which case they may hunt at night 
when it is cooler.
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