
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• Their coloring can depend on their subspecies 

and location, as they will often blend into the 
environment around them.

• They range from cream to light brown and 
have dark blotches on their backs and smaller 
dark spots along their sides, their bellies are 
often light-colored.

• Gopher snakes have relatively large heads with 
narrow necks. 

• They often have two dark lines on their faces 
that go from the top of their head around 
either side of their eyes.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• Male and female gopher snakes typically reach 

a length of about 3-8 feet as adults.
• Baby gopher snakes are born around 12-18 

inches long and can be up to 3 feet long after 
one year!

• In the wild these snakes often live to around 
12-15 years of age, but in captivity the oldest 
known gopher snake lived to 33!!

NATIVE HABITAT:
• This species lives in woods and forests,  

deserts, rocky bluffs, prairies, agricultural  
fields, scrublands and thickets.

• They often live in dens or underground 
burrows, spending up to 90% of their  
time there.

• In the summer, however, gopher snakes 
sometimes spend so much time sunning 
themselves on warm rocks that they can  
get skin cancer.

DIET:
• Gopher snakes are nonvenomous constrictors 

which means that they squeeze their prey  
to death.

• These snakes feed on small mammals,  
birds, bird eggs, lizards and gophers!

• It usually hunts its prey on land, but 
occasionally ventures out into ponds  
to hunt frogs.

REPRODUCTION:
• During July and August, female gopher snakes 

emit a chemical through their skin that 
draws males to them and stimulates mating 
behaviors.

• Females will sometimes lay two clutches of 
eggs in a season, after a 65-75 day incubation 
period, 2 to 24 snakes will hatch.

• Female gopher snakes reach sexual maturity 
between 3 and 5 years of age. Males reach  
it between 1 and 2 years of age.

FUN FACTS:
• The gopher snake is commonly 

misidentified as a Rattlesnake because  
of its markings and defensive behavior.

• They belong to the colubrid family.
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