
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• They have a reddish-orange colored scales that 

have large blotchy patterns, and a black and 
white checkered underbelly, they have many 
different appearance, with over 20 different 
color and pattern morphs. 

• The most common is the Carolina corn  
snake which are also known as Wildtype  
corn snakes, they have orange with black  
lines around red-colored saddle markings 
going down their backs.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• Typically, adult corn snakes will reach a length 

of about 2-4 feet (30-40 inches), with the 
largest on record reaching 6 feet (72 inches)!

• Corn snakes found in Texas are larger than 
those in other areas, averaging a length  
of 4 feet!

• These snakes will live around 6-8 years in the 
wild due to vulnerability, but in captivity they 
have been known to live into their twenties, the 
oldest corn snake in captivity reaches 32 years!

NATIVE HABITAT:
• This species can be found in the Southeastern 

and Central United States ranging from New 
Jersey to the Florida Keys and as far west  
as Utah. 

• In the wild these snakes can be found in 
overgrown fields, grassy woodland areas and 
trees (they live in a wide range of habitats). 

DIET:
• Their diet consists of small reptiles  

and amphibians. 
• Depending on their size, the corn snake will  

eat frogs, shrews, voles, bats, mice, lizards,  
and moles. 

• Because these snakes do not have venom,  
they subdue their prey using constriction.

REPRODUCTION:
• Mating for corn snakes ranges from around 

March to May, and around one months after 
mating, the females will lay their eggs. 

• The snakelets (babies) are born around  
2 months later depending on the temperature, 
and emerge using a scale called an egg tooth 
to slice slits in their eggshell. 

• The juvenile snakes are around 11-15 inches 
long and are fully independent when born,  
the females will reach full maturity in about  
18 months.

FUN FACTS:
• Some people believe the origin of the 

common name “corn snake” as arising 
from the similarity of the belly markings 
to the checkered pattern of kernels on 
Indian corn

• Eastern corn snakes spend much of their 
time underground prowling through 
rodent burrows however are able to swim, 
and climb!
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