
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• California King Snakes vary in pattern,  

and may be black or dark brown with yellow  
or white stripes, rings, crossbars, or spots. 

• These snakes can display one of two types  
of patterns, they can have either the common 
ringed pattern and a rarer striped pattern.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• The maximum adult size for California king 

snakes is more than 6 feet in length, but they 
typically average around 3 to 4 feet. 

• These snakes can often live for more than  
20 years in captivity, and live about 10-15 
years in the wild.

NATIVE HABITAT:
• The California king snake is widespread along 

the West Coast of North America, and can live 
in a variety of habitats including woodland 
areas, grassland, deserts, marshes, and even 
suburban areas. 

• These snakes are commonly found in 
Oregon, California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, 
southwestern Colorado, northwestern New 
Mexico, and northwestern Mexico. 

DIET:
• They are opportunistic feeders and  

commonly eat rodents, birds, other reptiles  
and amphibians. 

• The “king” in their name refers to their 
preference to hunt and eat other snakes, 
including venomous rattlesnakes (California 
king snakes are naturally resistant to the 
venom of rattlesnakes, but are not totally 
immune). 

• All king snakes are non-venomous, but are 
powerful constrictors and generally kill their 
prey through suffocation.

REPRODUCTION:
• Eggs are laid between May and August, which 

is generally 42–63 days after mating and after 
the females have found a safe spot for their 
clutch. 

• The hatchlings usually emerge another 40–65 
days later, and there will usually be about 5-12 
in a clutch, although clutches of 20 eggs have 
been documented. 

• The hatchlings are fully independent from  
birth, and will reach sexually maturity at 3-4 
years of age.

FUN FACTS:
• As a sign of nervousness, king snakes will 

twitch their tails.
• California king snakes seem to have the 

strongest squeeze proportionate to body 
size of any snakes.
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