
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• They are a dark-colored snake with many 

brown blotches bordered in black down  
their back.

• Their blotches fit together like a puzzle  
or giraffe pattern.

• Burmese pythons also have dark wedges on 
top of head, below head, and behind the eye.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• In the wild, this species averages around  

16ft long. 
• This species is sexually dimorphic in size, which 

means the females are considerably heavier 
and bulkier than the males.

• A record setting 18.9ft Burmese python was 
discovered in Florida in 2020!

NATIVE HABITAT:
• The Burmese python occurs throughout 

Southern and Southeast Asia, including eastern 
India, southeastern Nepal, western Bhutan, 
southeastern Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, northern continental 
Malaysia.

• They are also invasive in the Florida 
everglades!

• They live in grasslands, marshes, swamps, 
rocky foothills, woodlands, river valleys, and 
jungles with open clearings.

DIET:
• The snake uses its sharp, rearward-pointing 

teeth to seize its prey, then wraps its body 
around the prey, at the same time contracting 
its muscles, killing the prey by constriction.

• They are often found near human habitation 
due to the presence of rats, mice, and other 
vermin as a food source.

• Exceptionally large pythons may even require 
larger food items such as pigs or goats, 
and are known to have attacked and eaten 
alligators and adult deer in Florida!

REPRODUCTION:
• About three months after mating, a Burmese 

Python is ready to lay its eggs. It can lay  
up to 100 eggs at a time, and once it does  
this, it pushes them all together and coils 
around them.

• She does not leave to do anything until  
the eggs hatch, not even eat!

FUN FACTS:
• They’re excellent swimmers!
• It’s thought they found their way to 

Florida after the devastation of hurricane 
Andrew in 1992. It destroyed snake 
breeding facilities. Snakes also escaped 
from zoos and homes in the area.
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