
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• The common Boa’s “base” color is tan with 

large dark ruby red patterns running along the 
top part of the body, which darkens towards 
the tail.  

• They have a diamond pattern runs down  
each side of the body, usually with a lighter 
pattern inside. 

• They also have a dark line running from the 
nose, through the eye and towards the neck.

• Younger Boa’s are typically brighter but they 
darken as they age.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• Typically, Boa Constrictors have a lifespan of 

about 20-30 years in captivity, and the oldest 
known individual lived to be 40!

• Sexual dimorphism is seen in the species, with 
females generally being larger in both length 
and girth than males. 

• The usual size of a full grown female boa is 
between 7 and 10ft, and males can be around 

6 and 8ft. In captivity, females have been  
seen reaching lengths of 13-14ft!

NATIVE HABITAT:
• Depending on the subspecies, Boa constrictor 

can be found through South America, in  
countries such as Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, 
Suriname, French Guiana, Brazil, Bolivia, 
Uruguay, and Argentina. 

• Boa Constrictors prefer to live in rainforest  
due to the humidity and temperature,  
natural protection and large amounts  
of potential prey. 

DIET:
• In the wild, the bulk of the Boa Constricts diet 

consists of rodents, but larger lizards and 
mammals as big as ocelots are also reported 
to have been consumed. 

• Boa constrictors are ambush predators,  
so they often lie in wait for an appropriate  
prey to come along, then they attack. 

• They have also been known to actively hunt, 
particularly in regions with a low amounts of 
prey (this generally occurs at night).

REPRODUCTION:
• Boa constrictors are viviparous, which means 

they give birth to live young.
• During the breeding season, the female boa 

emits pheromones to attract males, which may 
then wrestle to select one to breed with her.

• In about 100-120 days the females give birth 
the live young that is around 20inch in length. 

• The average amount of young the females 
birth is between 10 and 65 young, with an 
average of 25.

FUN FACTS:
• Boa is a common name for more than  

50 constricting snake species.
• Boas give birth to live babies, which 

become independent within minutes.
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