
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
• This species is typically black or dark brown 

with light brown blotches on the back and 
sides, they also have white or cream belly  
that is scattered with black markings. 

• Their head is flat on top, with a square  
boxy snout. 

• They have a narrow neck with a thick 
midsection. 

• Their snout has heat pits along the front, which 
allow them to easily find prey in the dark by 
detecting their body temperature.

SIZE AND LIFESPAN:
• The female Ball Python is larger than the 

male, and can reach a length of up to 6 feet, 
although 4 feet is more common. 

• Young Ball Pythons grow about one foot in 
length for their first 3 years, and reach sexual 
maturity at 3-5 years of age

• A ball pythons average lifespan in the wild is 
around 10 years, but in captivity they can live 
to around 20-25 years of age (the oldest on 
record was 47)!!!!

NATIVE HABITAT:
• They are native to west Sub Saharan Africa  
• They can be found in open forests, as well as 

drier savannahs, most commonly in areas with 
good cover near open water where it can cool 
itself during hot weather. 

• Ball pythons spend most of their time on  
or under the ground in confiscated burrows, 
but occasionally will be spotted climbing trees 
or rocks.

DIET:
• Their diet consists mostly of small mammals 

such young mice, shrews, gerbils, and birds. 
Young pythons and males (because they are 
smaller) prey almost exclusively on small bird 
nestlings and immature young. 

• They have also been known to follow small 
mammals to their burrows and corner them  
for easier hunting.

REPRODUCTION:
• Female ball pythons breed every 2-3 years. 
• Ball pythons make take great care in 

protecting their eggs, except for infrequent 
trips in search of water to drink, the females 
will remain coiled around the eggs for the 
entire 55–75-day incubation period. 

• If the incubation temperature drops below 87-
90 degrees, the female rhythmically tenses her 
muscles burning energy to produce warmth. 

• Most females eat little or nothing from the 
time they become gravid until the eggs hatch, 
but parental care of the eggs ends once they 
hatch, and the female leaves the offspring to 
fend for themselves.

FUN FACTS:
• Also called a “Royal Python” in Africa 

because at one time kings and queens 
would wear them as jewelry around their 
wrists and necks.

• No two snakes look the same.
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